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THE OLDEST BRICK HOUSE. 

I have supposed that "Bacon's Castle," in Surry county, was 
the oldest brick house in Virginia for which we have contempo- 
rary evidence. Major Arthur Allen left this estate, which was 
his "manor plantation," to his son James Allen. The latter gave 
it to his sister Catherine, wife of Benjamin Cocke. Thence it 
went to Allen Cocke, her son, thence to Allen's son, Benjamin 
Cocke, then it went to Benjamin's brother, Allen Cocke, who in 
1802 devised "Bacon's Castle" to his sister, Ann Hunt Bradby, 
widow of James Allen Bradby, who at her death in 1838 gave all 
her property to Indiana Allen Eobinson. The estate is now 
owned by Mr. C. W. Warren, who has added a modern building, 
but left the old structure intact. This structure was standing in 
1676, and was probably built some years previous by Major Ar- 
thur Allen's father, Mr. Arthur Allen, a justice of the peace for 
the county, who died in 1671. 

Now comes evidence that there is still another house in Surry 
county, which has even greater pretensions to antiquity. There 
is a quaint brick building, one story and a half, standing near 
Gray's Creek, on the way from Scotland Wharf to the court- 
house, which is unquestionably the building referred to in the 
extracts from the records below.* According to this authority, 
the building began to be erected in the year 1651. 

Smith's Eort plantation lay next to 550 acres granted to 
Thomas Gray August 27, 1635, "over against James City, south 
side of the river, west by Bolfe's Creek" (now Gray's Creek), due 
Gray, "as an ancient planter at or before the time of Sir Thomas 
Dale," and for the adventure of his first wife Anis Gray, his 
seeond wife Rebecca Gray, and his two sons William Gray and 
John Gray.f Smith's Fort plantation lies two miles up Gray's 
creek. 

The depossition of Tho. Pittmann, Senr., aged sixty-three years or 
thereabouts, examined, sworn and saith: 

That Mr. Tho. Warring, his heires and assignes, have peasably and 
quietly possessed and injoyed in theire one Eights yt plantation called 
Smiths forte on which Mr. John Sallway is now seated, and whearewith 
the said Sallway is now possessed in ye said right of Mr. Warring, which 
right has been held upward of twenty and eight years without any sute 



* Kindly made for the Editor by the clerk, A. S. Edwards, Esq. 
t The Grays are a well-known family of Surry county. 
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or trouble or mollistation concerning the same, and further yt about five 
or six and twenty yeare since, the said Mr. Warring did begin to build 
that fifty foot Brick house which now stands upon ye said land and 
without being forewarned or disturbed by any person, finished the same, 
and that Mr. Tho. Rolfe was then living and lived several yeares after, 
and was commonly at Mr. Warring his house, before and after, and 
whilest ye said house was building, and that Capt. Barrett, father to 
Mr. James Barrett, now living, was then living, when the said house was 
a building, and did live a while after, and that the said Capt. Barrett did 
never claim that ever was known any right in any part of ye said land 
before expressed, and further your deponent hath seen a wrighting in 
Mr. Warring's possession signed and sealed, wherein Mr. Tho. Rolfe did 
make over all his right and titell in ye said plantation called Smiths 
forte to Mr. Warring, his heires and assignes forever, and that the 
righting was Mr. Rolfe his own hand, for your deponent in the yeare 
1653 was at the house of Mr. Warring, and Mr. Rolfe was present when 
Mr. Warring showed your deponent ye convaiance of Mr. Rolfe, and he 
did own it, and tould ye said Warring that if it was not sufitiant a con- 
vaiance he would make it new, with a larger expression, when he would 
have it, for he nor his heires should ever be troubled by him or his, and 
that there hath been no survey of this said land this twenty and eight 
yeares, your deponent having lived ever since in the same county and 
parish, very neare to the said land. This is to the best of your deponent's 
knowledge, and further saith not. 

(Signed) Tho. Pittman. 

Sworn in open court held for the county of Surry, March ye 5th, 1677. 

Test: W. E. Cu.,- Vera Record: th M«* 19th, 1677. 

Rich* Fras testifies to same, except that he was present in Mr. War- 
ring's house with Warring, Mr. Rolfe, Mr. Mason and others when Rolfe 
with his own hand wrote a bill of sale for the Smiths forte plantation to 
Mr. Warring, and Mr. Warring paid Rolfe part of the consideration in 
come; and that that was about 33 or 34 years since. Signed by Fras 
and recorded March 19, 1677. 

On June 10, 1654, Tho. Rolfe granted to Wm. Corker 150 acres land 
in Surry county, lying between "Smith's fort old field and the Devil's 
Woodyard Swamp," being due unto the said Rolfe by guift from the 
Indian King. 

According to a deposition May 3, 1661, Thomas Warren was then 
forty years old. 

On November 2, 1670 "Jane Warren, relict of Mr. Thomas Warren, 
deced, and Matthias Marriott, who hath married Alice Warren, ye only 
sister of ye whole blood unto Mr. Wm. Warren, deceased, ye sonne to y e 
aforesaid Thomas Warren," joined in a deed. Sept. 25, 1654, Mr. Thomas 
Warren and Mrs. Elizabeth Shepard entered into marriage articles in 
favor of her children Ann, John, Robert, William, Priscella and Susanna 
Shepard. 



